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M itzi grew up in the Los Angeles area, graduated Lincoln High School with

honors academically and in women’s athletics. She attended Glendale
Community College, hoping to go to nursing school in San Francisco, but was

refused because of the exclusion act against Asians to practice in California. Moving

to Santa Barbara, she worked, as a housekeeper/nanny, cultivating lifelong
friendships. She married Lucio Ramos, then went to Chicago. Mitzi named her child

after her geologist employer. Mitzi remained in Chicago through the 1950s-60s, wife
to Jose B. Alviar and caring for her daughter Therona. They returned to Los Angeles

to be closer to family. For several years she managed the Monterey Park Three

Lantern apartments. Jose and Mitzi and their beloved dog Drifter relocated to the
San Diego area to be near relatives. They also travelled, initially by car, then by rail

across country visiting friends and seeing the sites: New York, Boston, Miami, New
Orleans, Dallas, Portland. Weekend trips and local senior center attendance were a

favorite. There were surprise raffle prizes of turkeys, money tree and quilt.After

Jose’s passing Mitzi remained active through the caring of her loving nephew and
wife: Herman and Fortune Mallare and her live-in caretakers, most recently Arlene

who was present at her passing. Prior, Griselda was with her for over 5 years, and
Beatrice, weekend backup until now, for over 3 years. Therona visited quarterly to be

in touch and connect with reading Hank the Cowdog stories.Mitzi is survived by
Therona Ramos, daughter (Texas); Shizu Komuro, sister (California); Thomas and

Richard Mendoca, nephews (Hawaii); California nieces and nephews: Gloria

Blankschain, Maxine Morisaki, Kay Willis and Jean Yuki; Ike and Mike Hachimonji,
James, Mark, and Kenny Katayama.
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BA Bonnie Allen posted:

This is a copy of an email that I sent to Therona: My earliest recollections of Mitzi are when my

Mom, my brother Bruce and I would visit Mitzi and Joe in Monterrey Park. Being a child, I

remember Drifter as a very happy and sweet dog. He was so loved and pampered that he was

probably the luckiest dog that ever lived. He was well groomed and enjoyed steak dinners. And

Mitzi and Joe's car had the license plate on their car (Driftr or Drifter) in memory of him. Mitzi and

Joe also came to our house on numerous occasions. They used to drive around the southwest

and visit family and friends, and they always did their best to swing by our house for a visit. Also, I

recall Mitzi and Joe coming up to the mountains to visit. I remember you coming along on one

visit. We went around the lake and took lots of photos. Mitzi always had her home spotless and

everything was in its place. One time when they were up in the mountains, they stayed on the

bottom floor. One time, my Mom and I heard the vacuum cleaner. I looked at my Mom, who

thought, "is the bottom floor dirty?" When Mitzi came upstairs, she explained that she was

combing her hair and she was worried that some hair might have fallen onto the rug, so she

vacuumed. Mitzi was a world class housecleaner. My Mom and I decided that we should invite

Mitzi and Joe up more often!!! My favorite photo of my family was taken by Uncle Joe when I was

about 8 or 10 years old. And you mentioned that you had taken the photo of me (when I was about

1 year), my Mom, my Dad and Bruce. I love that photo. We always enjoyed when the Alviars visited.

Well, I called Mitzi and Joe, "Aunt" Mitzi and "Uncle" Joe, respectively. That is because my Mom

and Mitzi were best friends in high school. They were like sisters (which would make Mitzi my

aunt and Therona my cousin). In fact, my Mom and Mitzi called each other "big sis" and "little sis."

Mitzi was class president and my Mom was class secretary. My Mom and Mitzi tried to stay in

touch after graduation, but it was harder to do so when Mitzi moved away (to Chicago?). They lost

contact for awhile, but reunited when Mitzi moved back to California. That's when they really

reconnected and kept in touch. My best memories are those of my Mom and Mitzi when they got

together and reminisced about their time together in high school. I (and you, when you where

there) would just sit back and enjoy their fascinating conversations. They would talk about the

social cliques, old friends, and famous Lincoln High graduates (like Robert Young, who was

several years ahead of them, and Robert Preston, who was in the class ahead of them). Before

Robert Preston was Robert Preston (his stage name), they knew him as Preston Maservy (I'm not

sure of the spelling). They saw Preston starring in numerous high school plays (mostly musicals)

long before he became famous. They knew he would become a successful actor long before he

hit it big, and they especially marveled at his wonderful voice. They spoke about the true

friendships (like theirs), and the "phonies" in high school. Even back then, they had the "mean

girls," but everyone in high school liked Mitzi. They would also talk about their principal, Ethel

Percy Andrus. She was an amazing woman who founded AARP and was the first female principal

in California. So she was an early female trailblazer and great role model. Both Mitzi and my Mom

respected her and were in awe of her accomplishments. Aunt Mitzi and my Mom would share

newspaper clippings and articles about Lincoln High, its graduates, and their principal. They

would call each other to chat and mail these clippings back and forth. They had long, happy

conversations. I guess that my favorite memories really were the ones where they shared their

high school memories. It was like they were kids again. It was really fun to share in their

enjoyment.

PAGE 4 OF 6



Tribute Wall Mitzi K. Alviar
APR  2 7, 19 19  -  FEB  10, 2 0 17

BA February 27 at 5:50 PM

CD Claudia  Deshay posted:

I send hugs to 'Mom' and to Therona. One last hug to one whose life has been long and fruitful. A

hug to the one who remains, holding onto the loving memories. Hugs and prayer, Therona! Claudia

February 25 at 9:26 AM

JM Jane Manley posted:

Sincerest condolences to Therona and your family. As a long-time friend of Therona's, I can

attest to the love and loyalty between mother and daughter. A loving tribute to Mitzi. I learned

some things I didn't know about her life. Jane Manley (Texas)

February 24 at 1:22 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Mitzi by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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